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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA AS OF 1500 HOURS (EST) 

FEB. 19, 1975 

QUOTE: 

HEAVY FIGHTING BROKE OUT IN ASMARA AT 2025 LOCAL (1225 
EST) FEBRUARY 18. MUCH OF IT WAS CONCENTRATED AT AN 
ETHIOPIAN MILITARY INSTALLATION IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT 
TO OUR CONSULATE GENERAL, WHICH WAS ALSO RECEIVING 
ROUNDS. THE AMERICAN RUN ELECTRICITY GENERATOR IN 
ANOTHER PART OF TOWN WAS ALSO HIT BUT IS STILL 
OPERATING. THERE WERE NO REPORTS OF ANY AMERICAN 
CASUALTIES. 

THE WASHINGTON POST ON FEBRUARY 18 CARRIED AN ARTICLE 
BY ITS ADDIS ABABA-BASED CORRESPONDENT DAVID OTTAWAY 
ABOUT THE RECENT ETHIOPIAN REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY 
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THE STORY (SITREP 31), HAS BEEN GIVEN A COMPLETE 
BREAKDOWN OF THE REQUEST BY ETHIOPIAN MILITARY SOURCES. 
WE HAVE INFORMED THE ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY HERE, WHEN 
IT FOLLOWED UP ON FOREIGN MINISTER RIFLE'S COMPLAINT 
ABOUT A VO A BROADCAST ON THIS SUBJECT (SITREP 32), THAT 

WE DEPLORE THESE LEAKS WHICH ARE OCCURRING IN ETHIOPIA. 

THERE WERE TWO MORE PRO-PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
(PMG) DEMONSTRATIONS IN ADDIS ON FEBRUARY 18, ONE 
BY WAR VETERANS AND ANOTHER FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 
OAU, BOTH OF THEM PROCLAIMING SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIAN 
UNITY, I.E., RETENTION OF ERITREA. MAJOR MENGISTU 
HAILE MARIAM, VICE CHAIRMAN AND REPUTED DE FACTO 
LEADER OF THE RULING PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCIL (PMAC) SPOKE TO THE WAR VETERANS ON THE PMG’S 
INTENTIONS TO HOLD ONTO THE DISSIDENT PROVINCE. 

ACCORDING TO THE WIRE SERVICES, PRIME MINISTER 
TEFERI BANTE HAS BEEN RECEIVING NATIONAL DELEGATIONS 
TO THE OAU WITH THE MESSAGE "ETHIOPIA IS NOT FOR 
SALE AND NATIONAL UNITY CANNOT BE BARGAINED WITH,” 

BUT THE SUBJECT OF ERITREA HAS APPARENTLY NOT BEEN 
OFFICIALLY RAISED AT THE OAU MEETING OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS. IN BEIRUT A SPOKESMAN FOR THE INSURGENT 
ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT (ELF) TOLD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE THAT THE ELF HAD TOTALLY REJECTED THE 
SUDANESE PEACE EFFORTS. 

ON FEBRUARY 17 THE PMG ANNOUNCED THE CONFISCATION 
OF THE PROPERTY OF SEVEN FORMER ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADORS 
INCLUDING FORMER MINISTER ZEWDE GEBRE SELASSIE, FOR 
HAVING IGNORED ORDERS TO RETURN TO ETHIOPIA. ZEWDE 
IS STILL IN NEW YORK, HAVING COME TO THE US FOR THE 
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING LAST YEAR AND HAVING 
SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN REPLACED BY KIFLE WODAJO, THEN 
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES. UNQUOTE MAW 
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